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RFD  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


January  2,  1953 
latter  No0  5^2 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Last  week  in  the  KFD  Letter  we  rounded  up  the  goals  and  outlook 
for  agriculture  in  the  New  Year,  as  reported  to  us  "by  BAE  and  PMA,  This 
veek  we're  concluding  that  year-end  feature  with  more  details  on  the  farm 
income  outlook,  and  also  the  prospects  for  farm  labor  and  for  machinery, 
fertilizer,  and  other  supplies  * 

As  we  said  last  week,  the  income  outlook  for  1953  is  in  general 
relatively  good       that  is,  compared  with  most  other  years 0    Of  course,  that 
situation  differs  "between  farms,  depending  on  what  they  produce  and  on  their 
location  and  other  factors. 

If  the  international  situation  shows  no  great  change  for  the  worse, 
total  cash  receipts  probably  will  be  a  little  below  last  year.    Of  course, 
farmers  will  have  to  pay  all  cash  costs  of  production  out  of  their  cash 
receipts.    Those  expenses  are  still  climbing*    So,  the  net  cash  income  that 
farmers  will  have  left  for  themselves  and  their  families  is  likely  to  be 
a  little  below  that  of  the  last  two  years. 

So  much  for  the  general  situation  on  prices  and  incomes.    What  is 
the  outlook  for  specific  products? 

Livestock:    Cattle  herds  have  been  increasing  for  the  last  three 
years;  so  cattle  marketings  and  slaughter  began  to  increase  in  1952.  This 
trend  will  continue  in  1953 *    And  cattle  prices  are  likely  to  decline  some- 
what more. 

We  had  a  smaller  pig  crop  last  fall  than  the  year  before,  and  a 
smaller  pig  crop  is  expected „    So  hog  marketings  in  1953  will  be  below  1952. 
Hog  prices  may  average  a  little  higher  than  last  year0 

Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  this  year  will  probably  be  a  little 
below  last  year's.    Lamb  prices  may  be  down  a  little  from  the  1952  average. 

Altogether,  it  looks  like  red  meat  production  in  the  year  ahead 
will  be  larger  than  usual.    However,  our  population  has  grown  so  fast  that 
red  meat  consumption  per  person  in  1953  will  be  around  10  pounds  less  than 
the  average  per  person  in  19^7,  which  was  a  very  high  year. 


Wool:    Wool  production  is  likely  to  be  about  the  same  as  last  year 
without  much  difference  in  prices. 


Dairy  and  poultry  products?    The  demand  for  fluid  milk  is  strong. 
Total  milk  output  may  he  a  little  higher,,    But  dairymen's  production  ex- 
penses will  he  at  least  as  high  as  last  yearP 

Egg  prices  next  spring  are  likely  to  be  higher  than  a  year  ago, 
since  egg  production  probably  will  be  off  somewhat c    Prices  for  broilers 
are  likely  to  average  about  the  same  as  or  a  little  below  last  year*  Tur- 
key production  probably  will  be  below  the  1952  record. 

Fruits  and  vegetables:    In  general,  the  outlook  is  for  fruit 
priceB  about  like  last  year*    Prices  of  vegetables  probably  will  average 
below  the  high  levels  of  1952 c 

Fats  and  oils:    Fats  and  oils  stocks  are  lergee    Domestic  con- 
sumption will  remain  high  in  1953,  but  exports  are  likely  to  be  down  from 
the  high  level  of  last  season*    Prices  of  fats  and  oils,  which  are  below 
a  year  ago,  are  expected  to  hold  steady  and  perhaps  rise  slightly  in  the 
next  several  months 0 

Tobacco:    The  demand  for  both  flue -cured  and  Bur ley  is  likely  to 
be  held  at  a  high  level.    Supplies  of  both  kinds  of  tobacco  are  larger  than 
a  year  ago. 

So  much  for  the  income  side  of  the  ledger.    What  about  the  situ- 
ation for  farm  labor  and  for  farm  supplies? 

Manpower;    The  manpower  situation  may  not  be  greatly  different 
from  1952.    Most  seasonal  labor  needs  probably  will  be  met  through  cooper- 
ative advance  planning.    Maintaining  an  adequate  supply  of  trained  and  ex- 
perienced year-round  farm  workers  will  be  the  big  problem* 

Farmers  are  advised  to  cooperate  fully  with  the  Employment  Service 
Program.    That  means  placing  orders  for  workers  as  soon  as  needs  are  de- 
termined, releasing  workers  as  soon  as  jobs  are  completed,  improving  workers 
living  and  working  conditions,  training  inexperienced  workers,  and  present- 
ing full  facts  to  local  Selective  Service  Boards  about  farm  workers  subject 
to  draft. 

Machinery,  fertilizer f  and  other  supplies:    As  far  as  can  be  de- 
termined right  now,  the  situation  is  generally  favorable.    Any  shortages 
that  develop  will  probably  be  local  in  nature  and  of  short  duration.  But 
it's  always  a  good  idea  for  farmers  to  place  orders  early  for  fertilizer, 
pesticides,  repair  parte,  barbed  wire,  and  other  production  needs.  That 
way,  materials  are  on  hand  when  needed,  and  the  supply  pipeline  tends  to 
stay  filled. 
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Agricultural  Prices  Report 

The  price-cost  squeeze  we've  been  talking  about  in  our  outlook 
material  is  sharply  accented  in  the  Agricultural  Prices  report  issued 
Tuesday  by  PAE.    Here  are  its  highlights: 


The  Index  of  Prices  Received  by  Farmers  declined  3  percent  in 
the  month  ending  December  15-    That  index  lias  fallen  for  four  straight 
months  „ , .  is  12  percent  belov  a  year  ago  ,  4e>  and  the  lowest  in  over  two 
years.    Most  significant  declines  were  in  prices  of  cattle,  cotton,  eggs, 
hogs,  and  milk. 

The  Parity  Index  (of  prices  paid  by  farmers)  remained  unchanged 
from  a  month  earlier.    It  was  at  its  lowest  point  of  1952  »•«  3  percent 
under  the  all-time  high  of  last  April  and  May  , 0 .  and  1  percent  under  a 
year  ago. 

With  a  decline  in  the  index  of  prices  received  and  no  change  in 
the  index  of  prices  paid,  the  Parity  Ratio  dropped  to  96  in  mid -December. 
Thatfs  3  points  below  a  month  earlier  and  the  lowest" since  April  195° » 
The  Parity  Ratio  a  year  ago  was  107  . • .  the  record  high  was  122  in  October 
19^6, 

(The  Parity  Ratio  is  the  ratio  of  the  Index  of  Prices  Received 
to  the  Parity  Index.) 

Social  Security  for  Farm  Workers 

When  1952  began,  farm  workers  had  been  paying  social  security 
taxes  for  a  year,  but  no  one  could  qualify  for  social  security  payments 
based  on  farm  work  alone. 

As  1953  begins  it's  different.    Thousands  of  aged  farm  workers 
who  held  regular  full-time  jobs  with  the  same  employer  in  1951  and  1952 
should  know  that  when  they  have  to  slow  down  on  work  there  are  regular 
monthly  social  security  payments  waiting  for  them  and  that  the  payments 
will  go  on  for  life. 

Half  a  million  farm  workers  of  all  ages  who  held  regular  full-time 
jobs  in  1951  and  1952  should  know  that  if  they  die  their  families  can  get 
social  security  payments. 

Farm  families  should  know  these  things  about  social  security  -  but 
we  wonder  how  many  do  know  them,.    We're  enclosing  a  fact  sheet  prepared  by 
the  Social  Security  folks  telling  what  old-age  insurance  payments  under 
social  security  mean  to  farm  families.    Later  on  we'll  bring  you  more  in- 
formation about  social  security  payments  in  case  of  death. 

Rural  Telephones 

Year-end  figures  for  REA's  rural  telephone  program  show  that 
loans  approved  in  1952  almost  equalled  the  combined  total  for  the  two 
previous  years.    Total  loans  approved  since  the  program  started  are  nearly 
$106  million.    New  REA -financed  dial  telephones  are  already  in  service  in 
13  states. 
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Extension  Bibliography 

The  Extension  Service  has  just  published  a  "Selected  Bibliography 
on  the  Origin  and  Development  of  the  Farmers5  Cooperative  Demonstration 
Works"    It's  a  15-page  booklet  compiled  in  preparation  for  the  50th  anni- 
versary of  demonstration  work* 

It's  a  key  to  the  large  amount  of  historical  material  available 
on  the  origin  and  development  of  this  movement,  which  became  a  part  of  the 
cooperative  agricultural  extension  work  of  the  agricultural  colleges  and 
the  USDA  when  the  Smith-Lever  Act  was  passed  in  191^  =    It  lists  several 
comprehensive  histories  of  extension  work,  several  biographies  of  Seaman 
A.  Knapp,  and  many  other  documents s 

We  believe  it  will  be  useful  to  many  of  you  who  are  planning  to 
take  note  of  the  50th  birthday  of  demonstration  work.    The  golden  anniver- 
sary of  the  Porter  Farm  demonstration  at  Terrell,  Texas,  will  be  observed 
beginning  February  26,    That?s  the  date  in  1903  when  citizens  and  farmers 
at  Terrell  ratified  final  plans  for  that  demonstration  —  recognized  as 
the  beginning  of  our  cooperative  demonstration  work0 

If  you  want  the  bibliography,  let  us  know, 

FAQ  Publishes  World  Food  Survey 


FAO  1ms  just  published  a  Second  World  Food  Survey  --  sequel  to 
the  original  World  Food  Survey  published  in  19^+6.    The  new  Survey  shows 
that  the  world  food  supply  reached  its  lowest  ebb  during  19^6-^7,  and  since 
then  there  has  been  a  gradual  but  uneven  recovery  --  rapid  in  Western 
Europe  and  slowest  in  parts  of  Southeast  Asia  and  South  America, 

In  many  areas  per  capita  food  production  still  is  below  pre-war 
levels,  end  the  proportion  of  the  world's  population  with  inadequate  food 
supplies  has  grown  appreciably  larger0    And  in  general  the  largest  increases 
in  population  are  still  taking  place  where  food  supply  is  most  seriously 
inadequate . 

The  Survey  considered  the  food  situation  against  certain  prac- 
ticable targets,  seen  as  a  goal  to  be  reached  in  i960.    Attainment  depends 
on:     (l)  Accelerated  development  in  the  technical,  educational  and  adminis- 
trative fields.     (2)  Absence  of  world  war.     (3)  Increasing  liberalization 
of  international  trade,     (h)  Increasing  integration  of  national  and  inter- 
national programs  at  all  levels e 

Meetings  of  Interest 

The  National  Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives  will  hold  its  24th 
annual  meeting  in  New  Orleans  January  12-15.    The  program  includes  special 
meetings  of  co-op  editors  and  information  workers.    Ward  L.  Quaal,  vice 
president  of  the  Crosley  Broadcasting  Corporation,  will  discuss  "Use  of 
Radio  and  Television  by  Farmer  Cooperatives." 

The  National  Cotton  Council  of  America  has  scheduled  its  15th 
annual  meeting  for  January  26-27  in  Dallas. 
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TV  Figures 

The  Federal  Communications  Coinnriseion  says  that,  as  of  January 
1,  175  new  TV  stations  have  been  authorized  since  the  freeze  iras  lifted 
in  June*    There  were  108  stations  already  in  operation  in  June,  30  there 
are  now  a  total  of  283  stations  either  in  operation  or  vith  construction 
authorized, 

FCC  Chairman  Paul  A,  Walker  said  in  mid -December  that  there  were 
120  stations  in  operation.    He  said  prospective  broadcasters  had  filed  more 
than  900  applications  and  earmarked  some  $225  million  for  that  purpose. 
The  public  had  bought  nearly  20  million  sets  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $7  billion. 

U5DA  Turkey  Purchases 

The  Department  this  week  announced  acceptance  of  sales  offers 
for  870,000  pounds  of  frozen  ready-to-cock  1952 -crop  turkeys  under  the 
surplus  removal  program  announced  August  26,    Total  purchases  nov  amount 
to  about  ^7.7  million  pounds.    Further  offers  will  be  received  each  Tuesday 
for  delivery  in  Jferch  as  long  as  outlets  are  available 9  but  not  later  than 
January  27,  1953. 

Correspondence  Course  by  Radio 

Les  Schlup  reports  that  at  the  University  of  Illinois  a  special 
course  in  farm  management  is  being  offered  by  radio.    M.  L.  Mosher,  emeritus 
professor  of  farm  management,  is  teaching  the  course  as  a  part  of  the 
University's  1952-53  winter  short  course  in  agriculture.    Classroom  dis- 
cussions will  be  taped  and  aired  as  a  radio  lecture  series  (twice  a  week 
for  8  weeks)  beginning  January  5.  Listmers  who  enroll  by  mail  will  receive 
the  same  mimeographed  material  Professor  Mosher  supplies  to  resident  class 
members,  take  a  final  examination  by  mail,  and  receive  recognition  for 
taking  the  course, 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, , .Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST.     "USDA  Headlines'*  with  Ken  Gapen.    The  January  10  feature  will  be 
"January  -  National  Egg  Month/'  with  Roscoe  Hill,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  Poultry  and  Egg  National  Board,  and  Don  Lyon  of  Chicago,  the 
Board,1  s  General  Manager. 

ABC  American  Farmer, . .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  Washington.    The  January  10  program  will  include 
a  feature  on  soil-testing  laboratories  in  Oklahoma,  with  Max  Kirkland,  ex- 
tension radio  specialist  at  Oklahoma  A  and  M  College;  Bob  Woodward,  assist- 
ant extension  agronomist  there;  and  Harry  James,  Oklahoma  county  extension 
agent, 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News ...  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^+5  p.m.  with  Claude 

Ma honey. 
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Among  Ourselves , , . 

Avery  Means  of  WHOM,  Pome,  Ga,,  asks  us  to  mention  that  he  is 
"building  a  file  of  radio  and  TV  farm  show  scripts?     "And  I  will  gladly  act 
as  a  clearing  house  for  ideas  .if  such  is  needed*    In  other  words  if.  the 
RFD  will  send  me  a  copy  of  his  last  -good5  show  —  I  will  send  him  a  copy 
of  mine  and  one  that  has  come  in  the  mails  recently.    RFD's  in  Texas,  New 
York,  Oregon  and  Ohio  have  respo-.ided  to  date,  and  I  have  had  promises  from 
North  Carolina,  Florida,  Michigan,  Iowa- and  Pennsylvania, "    Avery  says  he* 11 
assume  responsibility  for  mimeographing  the  copies,  if  more  than  one  person 
wants  a  script  from  his  collection.     "Everyone  dees  EFD  a  little  different- 
ly, and  I'm  looking  !em  all  over  to  see  that  little  difference." 


Bob  Crom  is  back  in  the  office  this  week  after  spending  some  time 


in  Iowa  and  Nebraska.,  where  he  visited  the  farm  radio  and  TV  set-ups  of  WOI 
and  WOWe    At  Ames,  he  got  a  progress  report  from  Dick  Cech  and  others  on 
the  television  work  being  carried  out  in  cooperation  with  U3DA  under  the 
Research  and  Marketing  Act  Program0    Bob  also  spent  some  time  with  £ial 
Hansen  and  Arnold  Peterson  in  Omaha, 


ENCLOSURES: 

Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 

Social  Security  for  Farm  Workers 

Garden  and  Home  Food  Preservation  Facts 

1952  Acreages  and  Production  with  Goal  Comparisons 


Cordially, 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


kRFO  letter 


To  & 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ^ 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


January  9,  1953 
Letter  Wo.  5^3 


Dear  Eadio  Farm  Director: 


The  Department  announced  late  today  that  more  than  100  million 
"bushels  of  1952-crop  corn  were  put  under  price  support  through  December 
15       over  10  times  the  amount  placed  under  support  through  the  entire 
month  of  December  a  year  ago.    The  most  corn  ever  put  under  support  in 
an  entire  season  was  50^  million  "bushels  of  the  19^8  record  crop. 

About  3^3  million  "bushels  of  1952-crop  wheat  had  been  put  under 
support  through  December  15,  1952,  as  contrasted  with  193  million  of 
1951 -crop  wheat  through  the  full  month  of  December  1951.    The  record  was 
1*08  million  "bushels  in  19^2  A3, 

At  the  same  time,  price  support  totals  for  1952-crop  barley, 
oats,  rye,  grain  sorghums,  flaxseed,  and  soybeans  are  substantially  below 
a  similar  period  for  the  1951  crops. 


Crop  Report 


Highlights  of  the  general  crop  report  issued  today: 

The  total  tonnage  of  feed  grains  remaining  on  farms  January  1 
was  smaller  than  on  January  1  of  any  of  the  peak  years  19^9-51 t  "but  larger 
than  last  year  and  in  most  years  prior  to  19^9«    Corn  stocks  were  6  per- 
cent above  average  and  15  percent  ahove  a  year  earlier.    Oat  stocks  were 
slightly  below  average,  while  barley  and  sorghum  grain  were  well  below 
average . 

Surface  soil  moisture  is  now  mostly  adequate  except  in  parts  of 
the  Great  Plains.    Subsoil  moisture,  however,  is  short  throughout  the 
Great  Plains  and  wheat  areas  of  the  Pacific  Northwest,  also  in  scattered 
sections  of  the  eastern  U.  S.    Fall-sown  grains,  pasture  and  hay  crops 
are  making  fairly  good  progress,  "but  in  some  areas  are  in  poor  condition, 
especially  in  some  important  winter  wheat  sections. 


Flue -Cured  Tofracco  Quota  Raised 


Secretary  Brannan  this  week  announced  an  increase  of  60  million 
pounds  in  the  national  marketing  quota  for  flue -cured  tobacco  for  the 
1953-5^  marketing  year.    This  raises  the  quota  to  1,29k  million  pounds 
from  the  1,23k  million  pounds  announced  last  July  1,    The  60  million 
pounds  approximately  offsets  the  amount  by  which  the  1952  crop  fell  below 
the  production  estimated  in  computing  the  quota  last  July. 
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New  Powdered  Orange  Juice  Product  (For  release  Monday,  Jan.  12) 

The  Department  announces  a  new  process  for  the  manufacture  of 
powdered  orange  juice.    This  process  yields  a  product  that  stores  well 
under  severe  conditions  and  makes  an  attractive,  fresh -flavored  "beverage 
when  reconstituted  with  water.    It  is  not  available  commercially,  "but  the 
process  has  succeeded  so  well  in  laboratory  and  pilot  plant  studies  that 
the  Army  Quartermaster  Corps  has  procured  a  small  trial  supply. 

The  studies       that  produced  the  new  process  were  conducted  in 
Albany,  Calif.,  at  the  Western  Regional  Research  Laboratory  of  the  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Chemistry,    It  consists  of  several  steps, 
all  representing  various  kinds  of  technical  advancement  accomplished  either 
during  these  studies  or  in  other  research  of  recent  years.    Much  further 
investigation  remains  to  be  done  on  applications  and  modifications  of  the 
process. 

The  drying  step  requires  a  vacuum  process  and  applies  new  knowl- 
edge of  the  behavior  of  juices  under  carefully  controlled  conditions  of 
temperature  and  pressure.    Another  feature  is  the  addition,  after  the  dry- 
ing step,  of  specially  prepared,  stabilized  natural  orange  oil  to  the 
powder,  as  flavoring.    That's  because  the  natural  flavor  is  largely  lost 
during  drying. 

Scientists  in  the  Western  Laboratory  are  continuing  their  studies 
with  juices  of  other  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  promising  results  have  been 
obtained  in  the  production  of  beverage  powders  from  concentrated  juices  of 
other  citrus  fruits,  tomato,  pineapple,  apple,  and  grape. 

Cattle  Feeding  Prospects 

You  fellows  who  receive  Agricultural  Situation  magazine  will  be 
interested  in  an  analysis  of  cattle  feeding  prospects  by  BAE.    The  main 
story  is  that  present  conditions  are  a  little  more  favorable  to  the  short- 
term  feeder  than  to  the  long-term  operator,. 

That's  just  the  opposite  to  the  experience  from  19^6  to  1951, 
when  returns  were  best  from  long-term  feeding.    During  those  years  the 
long-term  feeder  was  favored  by  generally  rising  cattle  prices,  relatively 
low  feed  costs,  and  the  narrow  price  spread  between  the  upper  and  lower 
grades  of  slaughter  steers. 

In  short-term  feeding,  as  contrasted  with  long-term,  the  cost  of 
feed  is  relatively  less  important  in  total  costs  and  the  cost  of  the  feeder 
steer  is  relatively  more  important.    For  that  reason  the  short-term  oper- 
ator can  gain  the  greater  advantage  from  the  reduced  prices  for  feeder 
cattle  this  past  fall.    Prices  for  feeder  steers  averaged  more  than  a 
fourth  lower  than  the  year  before  ,  which  was  tough  on  western  stockmen. 

Both  purchase  prices  of  feed  and  selling  price e  of  fed  steers 
have  much  to  do  with  long-term  feeding  returns.    And  gradual  downtrends 
in  selling  prices,  such  as  those  of  the  past  year,  are  especially  damaging 
to  long-term  feeders.    In  general,  feeding  returns  may  prove  better  this 
year  than  last  year  --  when  they  were  below  average. 
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The  VE  Disease  Situation 

Here's  the  current  situation  in  the  campaign  against  the  swine 
.disease  vesicular  exanthema,  as  of  today,  January  9  (the  picture  changes 
almost  hourly): 

•    Since  the  program  was  initiated  on  July  29,  1952,  parts  of  33 
states  have  "been  affected.    But  at  present,  the  number  of  states  where 
the  disease  is  known  to  exist  has  "been  reduced  to  12, 

The  21  states  in  which  vesicular  exanthema  has  appeared  "but  in 
which  the  infection  has  now  "been  wiped  put  are:    Alabama,  Arizona,  Arkansas, 
Georgia,  Idaho,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
Nebraska,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Utah,  Virginia, 
Washington,  Wyoming,  and  Wisconsin. 

The  following  areas  of  9  states  remain  under  quarantines:  The 
State  of  California,  except  Modoc  and  Siskiyou  Counties;  Bristol  and 
Middlesex  Counties  in  Massachusetts;  Cooper  Township  in  Kalamazoo  County 
in  Michigan;  Burlington,  Camden,  Gloucester,  Hudson,  Morris,  and  Ocean 
Counties  in  New  Jersey;  Albany  and  New  York  Counties  and  Clarkstown  Town- 
ship in  Rockland  County  in  New  York;  Council  Grove,  Mustang,  Oklahoma  and 
Greeley  Townships,  in  Oklahoma  County  in  Oklahoma;  Bucks,  Delaware, 
Lehigh  and  York  Counties  in  Pennsylvania;  the  State  of  Rhode  Island; 
Shelby  County,  and  that  part  of  Fayette  County  lying  west  of  State  High- 
ways 59  and  76,  in  Tennessee, 

The  eradication  campaign  is  being  carried  out  on  the  usual 
Federal-State  cooperative  basis.    Measures  include  quarantines  of  in- 
fected areas,  disposal  of  infected  and  exposed  swine,  and  disinfection 
of  affected  premises  and  transportation  facilities. 

The  campaign  has  been  successful  in  controlling  the  spread  of 
the  disease  through  the  movement  of  hogs  from  one  area  to  another.  But 
the  greatest  danger  now  is  the  continued  spread  of  vesicular  exanthema 
through  the  feeding  of  raw  garbage  to  swine.    The  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture and  the  U,  -S,  Public  Health  Service  are  cooperating  to  aid  the 
States  in  any  way  possible  to  provide  regulations  requiring  that  gar- 
bage be  heated  to  a  temperature  high  enough  to  kill  the  disease  virus 
before  it  can  be  fed  to  swine.    One  State  -  Nebraska  -  has  already  passed 
such  a  law.    Department  scientists  say  that  as  long  as  raw  garbage  is  fed 
to  hogs  in  so  many  areas  of  the  country,  vesicular  exanthema  and  other 
diseases  spread  through  garbage  can  be  expected  to  break  out  again  and 
again. 

(FYI:    Some  states  are  not  exercising  their  full  authority  to  control  the 
movement  and  marketing  of  swine  fed  on  raw  garbage.    Others  lack  such 
authority  under  existing  laws.    The  Federal  Government,  of  course,  has 
no  Jurisdiction  within  states.) 

Extension  Anniversary  Fact  Sheet 

We're  enclosing  a  fact  sheet  on  the  50th  Anniversary  of  farm 
demonstration  work.    It's  February  26, 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST,    "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    The  January  17  feature  will  "be 
"Working  Together  for  Better  Farm  Management  Service,"  the  story  of  the 
Southeastern  Wisconsin  Cooperative  Farm  Management  Association.    It  will 
include  Prof.  I.  F,  Hall,  Ifriiversity  of  Wisconsin  farm  management  special- 
ist; Glenn  Nyman  of  Oxfordville,  Wise,,  president  of  the  Association;  Edwin 
Bergstrom  of  Columbus,  Wise.,  field  man  for  the  Association;  and  Edwin 
Parpert  of  Columbus,  a  member, 

ABC  American  Farmer. ..Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  Washington.    The  January  17  program  will  feature  a  re- 
port on  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  at  Harrishurg,  with  Phil  Seglers,  as- 
sistant county  agent  of  Butler  County. 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News. . .Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  with  Claude 

Phoney. 

Among  Ourselves 

A  note  from  Ed  Slusarczyk  advises  us  that  the  Mid -Atlantic  Region 
of  NARFD  will  meet  at  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  in  Earrisfcurg  next  Monday. 
Don  is  planning  to  "be  there  from  this  office, 

Edd  Lemons,  now  in  Turkey  for  the  Mutual  Security  Agency,  writes 
to  Les  Schlup  that  he  has  just  completed  a  3 -week  information  training 
school  in  Ankara  for  county  agents,  forestry,  and  veterinary  specialists. 

Visitors  this  week:    Milt  Bliss,  NBC  Chicago;  Vem  Laustsen, 
from  Milwaukee;  and  Hamilton  .Hintz  of  the  McClatchy  Stations,  Sacramento, 

Cordially, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Eadio  and  Television  Service 

ENCLOSURES: 

BAE  Statistical  Summary 
Fact  Sheet  on  5°th  Anniversary  of  Farm 

Demonstration  Work 
The  Cooperative  Extension  Service 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


January  16,  1953 
Letter  No.  5kk 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Secretary  Brannan's  annual  report  to  the  President,  released 
yesterday,  says  the  release  of  manpower  from  the  jot  of  tilling  the  land 
is  the  first  and  most  basic  contribution  of  American  agriculture  to  the 
growth  of  the  Nation. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  prewar  Russia  more  than  half  the  popula- 
tion was  engaged  in  agriculture.    It  is  probable  that  it  still  takes 
approximately  one  farm  family  in  Russia  to  produce  enough  food  and  fiber 
for  two  families.    If  we,  like  the  Soviet  Union,  had  half  our  labor  force 
in  agriculture,  where  Would  we  look  for  the  manpo\/er  to  build  aircraft, 
ships,  tanks,  and  other  weapons,  and  to  operate  them? 

The  report  points  out  that  farm  output  in  1952  was  at  an  all- 
time  high,  7°  percent  above  the  1935-39  average  and  nearly  5  percent  above 
195L    The  Nation1  s  farms,  with  an  agricultural  labor  force  about  2.\  per- 
cent smaller,  turned  out  almost  3  percent  more  than  in  1951.    Farm  employ- 
ment has  shrunk  by  about  \\  million  workers  during  the  past  5  years* 

Farm  Employment  at  Record  Low  in  December 

Farm  employment  reached  the  seasonal  low  point  --and  the  lowest 
estimate  of  record  —  during  the  week  of  December  21-27,  according  to  the 
Department's  Farm  Labor  Report  issued  Tuesday.    An  estimated  6, ^85, 000 
persons  were  working  on  farms  --  1  percent  below  a  year  ago  and  22  percent 
below  the  previous  month. 

Farmers  on  January  1  this  year  were  paying  hired  workers  at  wage 
rates  which  averaged  about  3  percent  above  a  year  ago  for  the  country  as 
a  whole. .  Farm  wage  rates  generally  follow  the  trend  in  cash  receipts  from 
farm  marketings  and  prices  received  by  farmers.    With  farm  prices  declining 
and  1952  cash  receipts  only  slightly  above  1951,  increases  in  farm  wage 
rates  have  been  limited  in  recent  months. 

Southern  Ag  Workers  Meet 

The  Association  of  Southern  Agricultural  Workers  will  meet  February 
9-11  at  th=  <?img  Hotel  in  New  Orleans,    Infornation  sessions  on  the  9th  and 
10th  will  feat. aire  radio,  TV  among  other  things.    Several  of  the  southern 
farm  R  and  TV  brethren  will  be  there.    It's  a  good  time  to  get  some  record- 
ings.   Hope  to  see  you  there. 
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Bise  in  Land  Price  Checked 

The  new  BAE  report  on  "Current  Developments  in  the  Farm  Real  Es-  , 
tate  Market,"  for  release  Monday ,  January  19 »  says  farm  real  estate  values 
changed  little  over  the  country  during  the  k  months  ending  last  November  1. 
This  was  the  first  4-month  period  since  the  outbreak  of  war  in  Korea  that 
land  prices  did  not  rise. 

The  major  factors  responsible  for  checking  the  rise  in  farm  land 
prices  were  probably  the  steady  decline  in  prices  of  meat  animals  and  other 
farm  commodities  since  mid-1952,  and  dry  weather  over  wide  areas  of  the 
Southwestern  and  Northern  Great  Plains  States.    The  downturn  in  cattle 
prices,  partly  due  to  increased  marketings  because  of  drought  conditions, 
was  considered  a  significant  factor  in  checking  the  demand  for  pasture  and 
grazing  lands. 

It  should  also  he  noted  that  farm  prices  have  continued  to  fall 
since  November  1.    As  we  reported  in  the  January  2  Letter,  prices  received 
"by  farmers  fell  3  percent  from  November  15  to  December  15. 

White  Clover  Seed  Being  Misrepresented 

The  Department  has  received  many  inquiries  about  white  clover  seed 
which  is  being  offered  for  sale  as  "wild  white  clover."    The  seed  is  repre- 
sented as  being  of  New  Zealand  origin  and  offered  primarily  for  use  in  lawns. 
In  the  administration  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act,  which  requires  imported  seed 
to  be  tested,  there  have  been  no  importations  in  recent  years  of  "wild  white 
clover"  from  New  Zealand. 

Some  of  the  seed  is  white  clover  imported  from  New  Zealand  as 
"Certified  New  Zealand  Permanent  Pasture  White  Clover, "  and  the  plants  are 
much  larger  than  wild  white  clover.    In  response  to  inquiries  as  to  the  . 
effect  of  white  clover  on  crabgrass,  the  Department  does  not  recommend 
planting  white  clover  as  a  means  of  controlling  crabgrass. 

Automatic  Egg  Candling  Device 

Continuing  work  on  the  development  of  an  automatic  egg  candling 
device  was  one  of  the  principal  recommendations  of  the  Poultry  Eesearch 
Advisory  Committee  which  met  here  January  12-14.    Tests  have  shown  the  au- 
tomatic egg  candling  device  developed  by  the  Department  to  be  97.5  percent 
accurate  in  blood  spot  detection. 

Information  has  been  assembled  from  which  automatic  devices  also 
can  be  built  to  measure  quality  by  egg  size,  egg  shape,  and  crack  detection; 
by  shell  strength  testing,  shell  color  segregation,  yolk  color  segregation, 
blood  spot  detection,  fluorescent  rot  detection,  and  air-cell  size  measure- 
ment. 

Other  principal  recommendations  of  the  committee  covered  research 
on  disease,  on  market  news,  and  on  developing  uses  for  waste  products  of 
the  poultry  industry. 
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Cattle  on  Feed 

.  BAE . reported  Tuesday  that  the  number  of  cattle  on  feed  in  the 
United  States,  as  of  January  1,  was  the  largest  on  record.    It  was  16  per- 
cent larger  than  a  year  ago. 

The.  estimated  number  was  5,836,000  head,  compared  with  5,02^,000 
a  year  earlier  and  the  19^7-51  average  of  ^,3^9,000  head. _  The  largest  in- 
creases  are  reported  from  the  North  Central  States,  which  includes  the  Corn 
Belt.    All  of  those  States  showed  increases  except  Kansas  which  was  down  5 
percent.    Iowa,  the  leading  feeding  State,  showed  a  27  percent  increase. 
Nebraska  showed  a  k6  percent  increase,  and  is  the  second  ranking  feeding 
State  this  year. 

Outside  the  North  Central  States,  the  number  of  cattle  on  feed 
was  slightly  smaller  than  last  year.  Colorado  was  down  15  percent,  and 
California  —  the  other  "big  western  feeding  State  --  was  down  1  percent. 
Utah,  Washington,  and  Oregon  were  "below  last  year.-  Arizona  and  Nevada  • 
showed  no  change.  All  other  western  States  were  up.  Texas  and  Oklahoma 
showed  increases. 

Sheep  and  Lambs  on  Feed 

The  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  on  feed  for  market  on  January  1  was 
7  percent ' smaller  than  last  year.    The  number  is  estimated  at  3,l^>k,0G0 
head  --  28k, 000  "below  last  year.    Big  decreases  occurred  in  the  important 
wheat  pasture  areas  of  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas  and  in  Colorado  and 
Montana. 

In  the  11  Corn  Belt  States,  the  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  on  feed 
is  2  percent  "below  a  year  ago,  with  Wisconsin,  Missouri,  Nebraska  and  Kansas 
accounting  for  the  drop.    Increases  occurred  in  Illinois,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  Michigan.    South  Dakota  was  the  same. 

Support  Determination  for  Extra  Long  Staple  Cotton 

The  Department  announced  this  week  that  1953 -crop  extra  long 
staple  cotton  will  be  supported  at  a  level  2tk  times  the  level  at  which  up- 
land cotton  is  supported.    That's  in  accordance  with  legislation  requiring 
that  the  two  support  levels  bear  the  same  relationship  as  the  average  farm 
prices  of  the  two  types  of  cotton  bore  in  1936-19^2. 

American  upland  cotton  of  the  1953  crop  will  be  supported  at  90 
percent  of  its  parity  price.    The  actual  support  price  has  not  been  deter- 
mined.   Upland  cotton  of  the  1952  crop  was  supported  at  30.91  cents  a  pound. 

Turkey  Purchases 

The  Department  on  Wednesday  announced  acceptance  of  sales  offers 
for  120,000  pounds  of  frozen  ready-to-cook  1952-crop  turkeys  under  the  sur- 
plus removal  program  announced  August  26.    They  go  to  school  lunches.  Total 
purchases  are  now  1+8,166,118  pounds  after  adjustment  for  unconfirmed  accept- 
ances.   Further  offers  will  be  received  each  Tuesday  for  delivery  in  March 
as  long  as  outlets  are  available,  but  not  later  than  January  27. 
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German  Information  Team  Coming  to  U.  S.  This  Month 


The  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  tells  us  that  late 
this  month  a  team:  of  German  agricultural  information  people  will  come  to 
this  country  to  see  our  agricultural  Journalism  training,  extension  edito- 
rial work,  communications  research,  and  farm  press  and  radio.    The  seven 
Germans  were  "hand  picked"  "by  Bryant  Kearl,  University  of  Wisconsin  exten- 
sion editor,  during  his  recent  trip  to  Europe.  ' 

The  Germane  will  he  in  Washington  the  week  of  January  26,  and 
then  will  go  to  the  University  of  Wisconsin  for  3i  weeks .    Beginning  February 
23,  the  team  will  he  divided  into  two  segments  with  stops  at  the  University 
of  Illinois,  Iowa  State  College,  Cornell,  and  Rutgers.    Both  groups  will  he 
at  Ames  March  3-5  for  a  regional  AAACE  meeting,  and  both  will  be  in  Washing- 
ton March  23-27  to  conclude  their  study  program. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  Jan.  2k 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  ...  Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST.    "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    The  January  2k  program  will  include 
a  pick-up  from  the  Western  National  Livestock  Show  in  Denver,  with  Don 
Peach  of  KOA. 

ABC  American  Parmer  ...  Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  Washington.    The  January  2k  program  will  include  a 
feature  from  Washington  on  "Making  Certified  Forage  Seed  Available  to  All" 
with  E.  C.  Garrison  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils  and  Agricultural 
Engineering,  and  Jack  Towers. 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News  ...  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  with  Claude  Mahoney. 

Among  Ourselves 

The  Mid-Atlantic  Region  of  NARFD  had  a  good  meeting  at  Harrisburg, 
Pa,,  Monday,  during  the  annual  Pennsylvania . Fam. Show*.   Ed  Slusarczyk  was 
re-elected  regional  chairman. 

Si  '  ' 

Cordially,  ■ 


FEB  4  1E53 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


ENCLOSURES: 

Intro,  to  Report  of  the  Administrator  of  Agrc'l  Research  1952 
Point  k  in  Agriculture 

Select  quotations  from  Dr.  Seaman  A.  Knapp 

Significant  Dates  in  the  History  of  Cooperative  Extension  Work 
Background  Facts  on  50th  Ann,  of  Farm  Demonstration  Work 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


January  23,  1953 
Letter  No.  5^5 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Secretary  Ezra  Taft  Benson  announced  this  week  that  he  is  re- 
grouping the  Department's  services  into  four  divisions  for  administrative 
purposes.    Another  division,  that  of  the  Solicitor's  Office,  will  remain 
as  presently  constituted. 

"This  action,"  the  Secretary  said,  "will  make  possible  a  closer 
coordination  of  related  activities. "  All  the  re -grouped  agencies  retain 
their  present  structure  with  the  exception  of  the  Agricultural  Conserva- 
tion Branch.    This  will  "be  transferred  from  the  Production  and  Marketing 
Administration  and  placed  with  the  Research,  Extension  and  Land-Use  Group. 

"What  we  intend  is  a  gradual  streamlining  of  the  Department's 
services  in  the  interest  of  economy  and  greater  efficiency.    The  action 
is  taken  after  weeks  of  study  and  conferences  with  congressional  leaders, 
the  members  of  the  President's  Committee  on  Re -organization,  our  own  In- 
terim Agricultural  Advisory  Committee,  and  members  of  the  Hoover  Commission," 

.  .      We  mailed  you  Thursday  a  complete  statement  of  the  re-grouping 
action,  together  with  an  organization  chart  of  the  new  set-up. 

Secretary  Benson  announced  this  week  that  J.  Earl  Coke  of  Berkeley, 
Calif.,  Director  of  the  Agricultural  Extension  Service  in  California,  will 
he  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture,    Mr.  Coke's  agricultural  career  of 
more  than  three  decades  has  "been  divided  "between  public  service  and  private 
industry.    He  was  in  agricultural  extension  work  for  a  number  of  years, 
then  in  private  industry,  and  "became  Director  of  Extension  in  19^9  when 
he  left  the  vice  presidency  of  a  sugar  manufacturing  concern.    He's  a 
native  of  California,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  California. 

It  had  been  announced  several  weeks  ago  that  the  Undersecretary 
of  Agriculture  would  be  True  D.  Morse,  Chairman  of  the  Board^f  Doane 
Agricultural  Service,  Inc.,  St.  Louis,  Mo0    Prior  to  19^'f  Mr.  Morse  was 
an  economist  with  the  University  of  Missouri,    He  was- "60m  on  a  farm  at 
Carthage,  Mo.,  graduated  in  agriculture  from  the  University  of  Missouri, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Missouri  Bar. 


We'll  mail  to  you  within  a  few  days  a  complete  rundown  on  new 
top  officials  of  the  Department,  with  biographies. 
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Ferguson  of  Ohio  is  New  Extension  Service  Director 

CM.  Ferguson  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  director  of  the  Ohio  Agricul- 
tural Extension  Service,  has  "been  named  "by  Secretary  Benson  to  succeed  M. 
L.  Wilson  as  director  of  the  Federal  Extension  Service,    Director  Ferguson 
has  "been  active  in  American  agriculture  for  more  than  30  years.    He  is 
chairman  of  the  Extension  Committee  on  Organization  and  Policy  of  the  Amer- 
ican Association  of  Land  Grant  Colleges  and  Universities. 

Mr.  Wilson  will  continue  to  serve  the  Department  as  a  counselor 
on  extension  work  in  "both  the  United  States  and  abroad.    It  is  understood 
that  he  will  also  work  with  a  major  foundation  in  allied  fields.  Mr. 
Wilson  is  a  native  of  Iowa;  he  has  worked  in  many  fields  for  more  than 
three  decades --as  a  farmer,  a  teacher,  a  county  agent,  an  agricultural 
economist,  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  and  as  Director  of  Extension 
since  1<&0. 

Mr.  Ferguson  was  horn  at  Parkhill,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  gra- 
duated from  the  Ontario  Agricultural  College.    From  1922  to  1928  he  was 
at  Michigan  State  College  as  an  extension  poultry  specialist  and  agricul- 
ture teacher.    He  spent  1928  in  Bogota,  Colombia,  organizing  an  experiment 
station  for  the  Colombian  Government.    And  he  joined  Ohio  State  University 
in  1929,  "becoming  Director  of  Extension  in  1948, 

Under  Secretary  in  Canada  to  Discuss  Wheat  Agreement 

True  D.  Morse,  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Designate,  is  in 
Ottawa  discussing  with  Canadian  officials  the  position  of  the  two  Nations 
regarding  renewal  of  the  International  Wheat  Agreement.    The  Agreement 
expires  July  31,  "but  hearings  "by  the  h6  nations  that  are  a  party  of  the 
Agreement  will  "begin  in  Washington  on  January  30. 

Under  Secretary  Morse  is  to  talk  with  the  Rt.  Eon.  James  B. 
Gardiner,  Canadian  Minister  of  Agriculture.    He  is  accompanied  by  J,  J. 
Haggerty,  Director,  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations;  M.  M.  Benidt, 
member  of  the  International  Wheat  Agreement  staff  of  PMA:  and  R.  L. 
Gastineau  of  OFAR,  secretary  of  the  U,  S.  Inter-Agency  Wheat  Agreement 
Committee, 

New  Device  to  Determine  Fumigation  Gas  Concentrations 

Department  entomologists  have  adapted  a  scientific  instrument 
that  will,  for  the  first  time,  allow  the  quick  and  accurate  measurement 
of  methyl  "bromide  concentrations  when  used  as  an  insect -killing  fumigant. 
It  takes  the  guesswork  out  of  commercial  fumigation  of  many  agricultural 
commodities,  and  provides  a  simple  way  of  measuring  in  seconds  fumigant 
gas  concentrations  that  previously  required  nearly  an  hour.    It  should 
also  help  Federal  and  State  plant  quarantine  officials  who  check  on  the 
effective  fumigation  of  many  commodities  crossing  State  and  national  "boun- 
daries.   Methyl  "bromide  is  to  "be  handled  only  "by  those  trained  in  its 
use. 
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Social  Security  for  Farm  Families 

A  few  weeks  ago  we  mentioned  that  for  the  first  time  farm  people 
were  receiving  monthly  "benefits  earned  under  the  Old -Age  and  Survivors  In- 
surance program.    At  that  time  we  enclosed  a  fact  sheet  discussing  the 
worker's  benefits --the  old-age  retirement  part  of  the  program. 

This  week  we  are  calling  your  attention  to  the  family  "benefits- - 
the  survivors  insurance  part  of  the  program. 

Farm  laborers'  families  now  have  the  same  social  security 
protection  that  town  and  city  workers  have  had  for  years. 
This  means  cash  monthly  payments  if  the  insured  worker  dies. 

This  protection  is  limited  to  the  families  of  regular  farm 
laborers.    Those  whose  work  is  seasonal,  irregular ,  or  part- 
time,  and  those  who  work  for  a  share  of  the  crop  instead  of 
for  cash  wages,  do  not  get  social  security  credit. 

Families  of  all  farm  employees  have  an  interest  in  knowing 
when  they  have  this  insurance  protection  and  what  it  can 
mean  for  their  family's  future. 

We're  enclosing  a  fact  sheet  giving  the  highlights  of  the  sur- 
vivors part  of  the  OAS I  program. 

New  Peanut  Food  Products  Favorably  Received 

Two  new  peanut  butter  products,  called  "Peanut  Snack"  and  "Peanut 
Spread,"  have  been  favorably  received  by  consumers  in  a  marketing  experi- 
ment in  Georgia,  and  there  are  indications  that  availability  of  the  new 
foods  in  stores  would  increase  the  total  sales  of  peanut  products.  Manu- 
facture and  distribution  of  the  two  new  products  were  handled  by  the 
Georgia  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  under  contract  with  the  Department. 

Peanut  Snack,  in  orange,  maple,  and  chili  flavors,  was  packed  in 
8-ounce  rolls  for  slicing,  and  wrapped  in  transparent  film  tubing.  Peanut 
Spread,  in  orange,  maple,  and  chocolate  flavor,  was  packed  in  8-ounce  jars. 
Similar  products  had  previously  been  made  at  the  Georgia  Experiment  Station, 
but  no  marketing  test  had  been  made  to  see  if  they  would  appeal  to  con- 
sumers. 

TDE  Effective  in  Control  of  Hornworms  on  Tobacco 

Department  entomologists  say  the  insecticide  TDE  is  a  highly  ef- 
fective, yet  a  relatively  safe-to-use  chemical  in  controlling  hornworms 
on  growing  tobacco.    Of  all  insecticides  currently  known  to  be  effective 
against  hornworms,  TDE  is  the  least  hazardous  to  persons  applying  it,  and 
to  crop  handlers.    Unlike  some  of  the  other  insecticides,  its  use  does  not 
involve  the  risk  of  lowering  the  value  of  the  treated  tobacco. 

The  use  of  TDE  alone,  and  in  combination  with  the  insecticide, 
parathion,  is  described  in  new  USDA  leaflet  336,  "Control  of  Hornworms  on 
Tobacco," 


(1) 

(2) 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour* , .Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST.    "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    The  January  31  program  will  in- 
clude a  feature  from  Washington  on  "Recent  Developments  in  Weed  Control/' 
with  Dr.  W,  C.  Shaw,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural 
Engineering;  Dr.  A.  L.  Kuhn,  University  of  Maryland;  and  Ken  Gapen. 

ABC  American  Farmer. .  .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  Washington.    The  January  31  feature  will  be  a  re- 
port from  the  National  Cotton  Council, 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News. ,  .Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  with  Claude 
Mahoney.    The  January  31  program  will  feature  a  report  from  Harry  Martin, 
WTOM,  Indianapolis,  who  will  .interview  five  Hoosier  Corn  Kings. 

Tuesday  is  Final  Offer  Date  Under  Turkey  Program 

Tuesday,  January  27,  will  "be  the  final  offer  date  under  the 
surplus  turkey  removal  program  announced  August  26.    Dealers  and  others 
may  submit  their  "bids  to. the  Poultry  Branch,  Production  and  Marketing  Ad- 
ministration, USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Among  Ourselves . . . 

Harry  Hunt,  Agricultural  Liaison  Officer  for  the  British  Broad- 
casting, Corp.,,    writes  from  Michigan  that'  he  will  "be  arriving  in  Wash- 
ington Tuesday  night  and  will  spend  a  few  days  with  us.    Many  of  you  met 
Harry  at  the  Chicago  meeting.    He's  "been  observing  radio  activities  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  since  that  time. 

Dean  of  Agriculture  R.  K.  Froker  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
gives  farm  radio  a  "bouquet  in  the  announcement  of  Wisconsin's  annual  .Farm 
and  Home  Week  program.    Dean  Froker  listed  radio  workers  as  important'  mem- 
bers of  the  operating  team  that  gets  research  results  into  the  hands  of 
farmers. 

At  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  at  Harrisburg  last  week,  John 
Turrel  of  WBUT  was  handing  out  announcements  of  the  1953  Butler  (Pa.) 
Farm  Show  scheduled  for  August  19-20-21.    Sandy  Saunders  sent  us  an  an- 
nouncement of  the  Second  Annual  National  Land  Judging  Contest  sponsored 
by  WKY  and  WKY-TV  and  scheduled  for  April  30-May  1  at. Oklahoma  City. 

Cordially, 

.  Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Serx_ 
ENCLOSURES:  |L  f  B  ^ 
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Radio  Farm  Directors  m^ 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


January  30,  1953 
Letter  No.  5^6 


Secretary  Benson  commented  on  the  farm  price  situation  this  week. 
He  assured  farmers  that  the  Department  will  continue  to  use  such  price -sup- 
porting devices  as  are  available  to  it  when  and  if  prices  sag  "below  the 
levels  prescribed  by  Congress.    A  number  of  farm  products  are  already  being 
supported. 

The  Secretary  pointed  out  that  the  downward  adjustment  of  prices 
received  by  farmers  has  been  part  of  a  general  weakening  of  inflationary 
pressures.  Prices  of  other  raw  products  such  as  metals  and  building  ma- 
terials have  also  declined.  In  addition,  the  weakness^  in  prices  of  farm 
products  reflects  abundant  supplies.  Agricultural  output  in  1952  was  at 
a  record  level,  and  a  weakening  foreign  market  has  resulted  in  smaller  ex- 
ports for  certain  products,  notably  wheat  and  cotton. 

"Our  analysis  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture,"  he  said,  "leads 
us  to  expect  no  major  changes  (in  farm  prices)  during  the  next  several 
months,  particularly  in  view  of  the  continuing  high  level  of  consumer  in- 
come."   The  complete  statement  was  mailed  to  you  Wednesday. 


January  Price  Decline  Just  Under  1  Percent 


Prices  received  by  farmers  declined  a  little  less  than  one  percent 
during  the  month  ended  January  15,  BAE  said  today  in  its  monthly  report  on 
agricultural  prices.    Lower  prices  for  dairy  products,  cotton,  truck  crops, 
eggs,  and  grains  were  only  partially  offset  by  higher  average  prices  for 
hogs,  calves,  sheep,  lambs,  potatoes,  and  some  fruits. 

During  the  same  period,  prices  paid  by  farmers,  including  in- 
terest, taxes,  and  farm  wage  rates,  rose  a  little  less  than  one  percent. 
The  parity  ratio  declined  to  95>  one  point  below  December  15. 


International  Wheat  Council  Opens  Meeting 


The  International  Wheat  Council  opened  its  meeting  here  today. 
Main  business  will  be  hearings  regarding  renewal  of  the  International  Wheat 
Agreement  which  expires  July  31. 
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Secretary's  Statome nt  About  Sunday  Appearances 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ezra  Taft  Benson  will  not  make  any  public 
appearances  on  Sunday  not  related  to  the  spirit  of  the  day. 

This  was  made  clear  when  he  issued  a  statement  saying        "In  my 
private  life,  I  have  always  observed  the  Sabbath  as  a  sacred  day  and  I 
shall  continue  that  policy  in  my  public  life,    I  will  work  from  dawn  to 
dusk  on  other  days,  but  the  Sabbath  is  sacred." 

Dr.  Traum  to  Plum  Island  Research  Institute 


Dr.  Jacob  Traum  has  been  named  a  chief  scientist  for  the  Plum 
Island  Animal  Disease  Research  Institute  (off  Long  Island,  N,Y.).  V/ith 
Dr.  M.  S.  Shahan,  director  of  the  institute,  and  other  chief  scientists  yet 
to  be  named,  he  will  help  to  plan  the  institute's  research  program.  Dr. 
Traum  has  been  serving  as  professor  of  veterinary  science  at  the  University 
of  California  since  \9\h.    He  was  the  first  to  discover  the  organism  which 
causes  brucellosis  in  swine,  and  the  virus  which  causes  vesicular  exanthema. 
He  has  carried  out  research  studies  on  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  several 
European  countries  and  in  Mexico,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  eradica- 
tion campaigns  during  several  outbreaks  of  the  disease  in  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Traum  received  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Veterinary  Medicine 
and  also  a  master's  degree  from  Cornell. 

Dr.  Moseman  Stresses  Research  Timing  in  Omaha  Talk 

The  importance  of  timing  research  to  protect  farmers  from  crop 
diseases  and  other  hazards,  to  speed  up  the  development  of  efficient  new 
practices,  and  to  assure  abundant  yields  was  stressed  today  by  Dr.  A.  H. 
Moseman,  chief  of  BPISAE.    He  was  talking  before  the  National  Association 
of  Wheat  Growers  in  Omaha. 

Pointing  to  the  high  money  cost  of  modern  farming,  Dr.  Moseman 
noted  that  it  would  require  only  two  or  three  bad  seasons  with  serious  crop 
or  livestock  disease  epidemics  to  put  the  average  farmer  out  of  business. 
"We  cannot  afford  to  wait  until  a  crisis  reaches  us,  then  live  helplessly 
with  continuing  losses  for  several  years  while  we  develop  methods  for  con- 
trolling them.    The  time  for  meeting  these  hazards  is  when  we  recognize 
their  potential  seriousness."    We're  enclosing  the  full  text. 

World  Food  Report  Due  Next  Week 

The  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  has  scheduled  for 
release  next  Wednesday,  February  k,  its  annual  World  Food  Situation  Report. 
We'll  mail  a  summary  of  the  Report  to  all  of  you  early  next  week,  and  we 
will  be  happy  to  send  the  35-page  mimeographed  Report  to  those  of  you  who 
request  it. 
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Foreign  Program  Meeting  Next  Week 

Secretary  Benson  and  Under  Secretary  Morse  will        on  the  program 
of  the  third  annual  meeting  of  Land-Grant  College  Contacts  for  Agricultural 
Services  to  Foreign  Areas  next  week  (Feb.  2-5)  in  Ytfashington.     Under  Secre- 
tary Morse  will  welcome  the  group  on  Monday,  and  Secretary  Benson  will  speak 
informally  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  on  Thursday. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  program  will  be  a  panel  discussion  of 
"Cooperative  Technical  Assistance  and  the  Self-Interest  of  the  United  States." 
Participating  will  be  J.  J.  Haggerty,  Director  of  USDA's  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations,  chairman;  Allen  B.  Kline,  President  of  the  American 
Farm  Bureau  Federation;  Herschel  D.  Newsom,  Master  of  the  National  Grange; 
James  G.  Patton,  President  of  the  National  Farmers  Union;  and  Homer  L. 
Brinkley*  Executive  Secretary  of  the  National  Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives. 

Stanley  Andrews,  Administrator  of  State  Department's  Technical 
Cooperation  Administration,  will  speak  Monday  morning,  and  E.  N.  Holmgreen, 
Director  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Division  of  the  Mutual  Security  Agency, 
will  talk  that  afternoon.     There  will  be  many  other  outstanding  speakers, 

As  we've  mentioned  before,  this  meeting  is  attended  by  the  foreign 
program  officer  from  each  Land  Grant  College.     These  "contacts"  are  the  college 
staff  people  who  handle  or  coordinate  the  colleges'  participation  in  Point 
Four,  the  Mutual  Security  Program,  the  training  of  foreign  visitors,  etc. 
In  most  cases  they  are  the  Deans  of  Agriculture  or  their  assistants. 

USDA  Looking  for  More  Twin  Calves 

Results  of  two  feeding  experiments  with  identical  twin  calves 
have  been  so  encouraging  that  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  plans  to 
purchase  a  third  group  of  twins.     The  feeding  experiments  were  started  in 
1950  with  6  pairs  of  identical  twins,  and  were  continued  with  10  pairs  of 
twins  purchased  in  1951. 

The  purpose  of  the  experiments  is  to  determine  whether  growing 
calves  (about  six  months  old)  fed  only  enough  for  a  few  months  to  keep  them 
from  losing  weight,  will  grow  rapidly  and  economically  later,  when  put  on 
adequate  rations.     In  the  experiment,  one  of  the  identical  twins  get  the 
limited  ration  --  the  other  gets  the  full  ration. 

Results  of  the  two  feeding  trials  showed  that  growing  calves  given 
only  enough  feed,  for  as  long  as  six  months,  to  keep  them  from  losing  weight, 
will  grow  rapidly  and  economically  later  when  put  on  adequate  rations.  How- 
ever, it  was  found  that  the  health  of  young  animals  must  be  protected,  while 
they  are  on  limited  rations.  They  should  get  liberal  allowances  of  protein, 
minerals,  and  vitamin  A  (carotene). 

Slightly  above  market  prices  will  be  paid  for  twin  calves 
accepted,  but  offers  are  requested  only  from  breeders  within  about  200 
miles  of  Washington,  D.  C.     BAI  needs  twins  not  over  4  months  old  and  pref- 
erably of  the  Aberdeen  Angus,  Hereford,  or  Shorthorn  breeds.     However,  they 
will  take  crosses  from  these  breeds,  even  those  crossed  with  dairy  breeds. 
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Turkey  Purchase  Program  Ends 

The  Department  on  Thursday  announced  the  end  of  the  surplus  re- 
moval program  for  1952-crop  turkeys,  launched  last  August  26.    Total  pur- 
chases of  frozen,  ready-to-ccok  turkeys  under  the  program  amounted  to 
48,^-35^61  pounds,  after  adjustment  for  unconfirmed  acceptances  at  an  as-, 
tirnated  total  cost  of  about  $26,113,335.    These  purchases  represented  about 
6  percent  of  the  all-time  record  crop  of  about  59  million  "birds  produced 
last  year. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  Feb .  7 • 

NBC  Rational  Farm  and  Home  Hour ...  Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gripen.    The  February  7  feature  will  be  a  report 
from  the  National  Convention  of  Soil  Conservation  District  Supervisors  at 
Omaha,  through  the  facilities  of  WOW. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  Washington.    The  February  7  feature  from  Washington 
will  include  visits  with  two  educators,  C.  M.  Ferguson,  Director  of  the 
Federal  Extension  Service,  and  Norman  Mindrum,  Executive  Director  of  the 
National  k-E.  Club  Foundation,    Mr.  Mindrum  will  announce  the  1953  Interna- 
tional Farm  Youth  Exchange  Program. 

CBS  Padio  Farm  News .. .Saturdays  3 : 30  to  3:^5  p.m.  with  Claude 
Mahoney.    The  February  7  program  will  feature  en  interview  with  Harry  C.  . 
Hunt,  Agricultural  Liaison  Officer  for  the  British  Broadcasting  Corporation, 
who  will  describe  his  visit  to  this  country,  and  discuss  the  operations  of 
BBC,  especially  in  farm  programming. 

Among  Ourselves ... 

Harry  Hunt  of  BBC  was  in  Washington  this  week  beaming  over  the  9 
weeks  of  travel  he's  had  in  this  country.    Ee  said  he'd  traveled  about 
8,000  miles  end  visited  many  of  you  in  your  home  surroundings. 

Harry  had  many  impressions  to  relate  about  farm  radio  in  this 
country.    For  one  thing,  he  said  he  came  to  this  country  with  a  prejudice 
against  commercial  radio;  but  he's  been  very  favorably  impressed  by  the  fine 
farm  broadcasting  operations  in  commercial  radio  stations  in  this  country 
and  by  their  service  to  agriculture. 

Another  thing  that  drew  comment  from  Harry  whs  the  ability  of 
many  American  PFD's  to  do  a  good  job  on  the  air  even  when  they'd  had" little 
opportunity  for  preparation.    Harry  has  about  5  more  weeks  in  this  country 
before  returning  to  Britain.    From  here  he  goes  into  the  South. 

Among  our  other  visitors  this  week  was  Rodney  Turribull  of  the 
Kansas  City  Weekly  Star  who  does  three  noon  farm  broadcasts  a  week  over  WDAF. 


ENCLOSURES: 

The  Time  for  research 

Grassland  Congress  Folder 


Cordially, 

Ken  Go pen  and  Den  Looper 
Padio  end  Television  Service 


